Forest and W idlhf 
Benefits on 


Private Land 


Trees Along Streams 


Cae oftees grow ng on moist sois abng dens, roosts, and nestng sites, but they also sere as 
steams ar caled “yparan”wood&nds.M any knds of m portant w idle tavel Anes. 
wildlife use noaran woodiands forallorpart ofther Rdaran woodknds also benefit the steam and 
habitat needs, whik othezs spend therentre le n the widlie that lves n the water. The wot systems 
these zones. fom a buffer zone that keeps sedm ents and other 
hh wialM issoun, rbaran woodknds may be the pollutants fom enterng the steam whik hong 
only woody cover am dst fels and pastures. h f- the steam banks mn plce.Trees attact nsects for 
wsts, these zones ar diférentated fiom the other wildlife food, provile shade over the watey and sup-— 


woodknds because ofthe knds oftees thatgrw n py enrchng owant nutrents. Falen tees prvile 
the steam bottom. cover for fish and a baskng area for snakes, ams 


and turtks. 


Vale To W idlife — 
The varety ofvegetation and a cbse watersource are in proven ent for W idlie Habitat 


qualtes thatmake rparan woodknds m portant to Managing the mrbaran zone to benefittw inf and the 
w idhf.Not onl do these woodlnds provide food, steam nextto ttakes some carefulpAnnng. Frparan 


Riparian woodlands are important to many kinds of wildlife. 


Several layers of tre heights provide better rnparian zones. 


habiataleady exists, the frstpronty 3s to protecta 100- 
200 footw de comboroftees on each sie ofthe steam . 

Managing valhabk ndivdualtees n these areas does 
nothave to destroy the rparan habitat vahes.Forex- 
am pk, growing ony bick wahut tees woul eventually 
decrease diversity of tees and Essen the w id habitat 
vale.On the otherhand, cuttng allblack wahut tees 
without alow ng them to grow back woul deprive some 
widife ofan mportant fod soure. 

Encouraging naturaltee nvasion orplantng seedings 
willw den or w2-establish very nanow ornon-existent rpar- 
jan zones.M ost Ikely to grow firstwoud be trees Ike cot- 
tonw ood, geen ash, wilow, sivermapk,em and boxelH- 
er. S bwergiow ng tees w ith heavy seeds, lke hickory, oak 
and black wahut, m ay take years to nvade. 

Seeding fiom nearby tees wilspeed up natuualr- 
generaton. Cottonwood, gieen ash, sivermapk, wilbw, sy- 
cam ore, eh, sweetgum and yelbw-popkr have wndbbwn 
seeds which wilgem nate if they And on bar soil Poving 
bare soilnear these tees encourages gem natin. P Antng 
seedings such as pn oak, pecan, back wahut, and mverbich 
w ihn the naturally seeded stands w ilpmvile am xture of 
tees. Faster grow hg tees provile cavites earler, whit sbw- 
er grow ng, bng-lwed tees rephce them mn hteryeass. 


Managem ent for W ood Products 


Many Andowners manage rparan wood&knds to mprve 
the growth oftees forwood products. Because roaran 
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zones usually have excelent soi, they are productive and 
can grow high quality, econom raly valuabk tees such as 
black wahutand pecan. 

Intensive m anagem entofblck wahuttees and na- 
tive pecan groves fornutproducton wzquies some w idife 
habitat tadeofis, however. S nce one type ofttwe is fA 
vored, varety withn the woodhnd 3s reduced. 

A tmbercutmustbe done carfly ttm nm ze bss 
ofsnags, den tees and diversity, which ar partcuhry m- 
portant to wihhe.Tmber stand mprwvement (S) prac— 
trees can heb ncrwase productbdn ofwood products whike 
mantanng valabk w idif habitat 

Rparan wood&knds offen devebp two Evel of tee 
heights; one hh Eveloftalltees such as cottonwood, sy— 
cam or andmapk, and one bwer Evelconsistng oftees 
Tke m ubeny, boxeHer, spicebush and redbud.W hen tall 
tees ar cut, a thick canopy ofshortertees can devebp. 
These shorterttwes shade the forest fborand discourage 
the growth ofnew talltees thatwoul Hter replace those 
cut. Ifa dense bw canopy exists, t shoul be cutback at 
the same time the talertees ar cut, to albw alltwes an 
equalchance to devebp. 


Protectng Riaran W oodiands 


R daran woodknds need exta protection because ofthe 
high wid use and abilty to grow valabE tees.W hen 
cutting in the rbaran zone, a fw smpEF practcres wile 
duce dam age to the area.W hen a steam crossing is need- 


ed, the wad shoul cwss at rohtangks.Also, never bcate Fence lvestock outside the rparan zones to avoid exo— 


bggng wads na steam bed.Usng dyersin bars and sibpn and vegetation destmicton.W here wateris needed, a 
ditches to channelwater out of bggng wads w ildwvert fenced chute w illiIm t lwestock to one area of the bank 
and disperse the mn-offwater, causng Ess erwsbn. This and reduce erosion. 
willulm ately cause Ess sedm ent to be deposited n the Rdaran woodknds aw wapuy disappearng n some 
steams. regions due to And cEarng foragrcultur and housng de- 
Avoid rm ovng tees thathave falen nto the steam vebpm ent. Steam staightenng also rm oves naturalttee 
orappearieady to do so. These tees are hebng hod the coverand hams a wie varety ofpAnts and anmak.Fiee 
bank n plce.W hen they eventualy fal, they create m- technicaladvice form anaging a rbaraén zone to benefit fo-— 
portant nsteam habiat.Rem ove onl tees thatar caus— rests, fish and wid is avaiabe thmugh the M issounDe-— 
ng probkrms m the steam. parm ent of C onservaton. 
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Roads should be constructed to quickly funnel water away from the roadbed. 
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Livestock watering areas should be restricted. 
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